
Altan's Dachshunds Puppy Application 
Thank you for considering a puppy from Altan's Dachshunds. 


Our puppies' future well being and life quality are extremely important, 
and that's why we have implemented a multi-step screening procedure in 
order to select the best homes for them. We’ve been using this procedure 

for decades, and while it differs from what other breeders do (for example 
we don't take early deposits and don't allow picking puppies from photos),  

we find that it works very well to ensure our puppies’ futures.  
Every one of our puppy owners is nothing short of wonderful.  

Hopefully, you too will soon join our family!  

Step 1 Application 
All potential puppy owners (PPOs) fill out this application form. Upon reviewing, we will either approve or deny it, or inform the 
PPO that we need additional information before making a decision. Follow-up questions are common. If we need more 
information, PPO may be invited for a meeting, a phone interview, asked for references, or for a home visit. 


Step 2 Waiting list 
PPOs who complete the screening successfully are invited to join our waiting list for either a current or an upcoming litter. Being 
approved does not guarantee a puppy, but it means we find these PPOs excellent enough to be considered. Now the waiting 
begins, sweetened by pictures and videos of the puppies as they grow. There is No Deposit required or accepted at this 
point, but we ask to please be informed promptly if circumstances change and you are no longer looking for a puppy. 

Step 3 Evaluation and grading 
Between the ages of 7 and 9 weeks our puppies undergo a rigorous evaluation and grading session. It includes a detailed 
conformation assessment, a variety of professional temperament tests, and a vet visit with an unaffiliated veterinarian.


Step 4 Decision making 
Once the evaluation and grading are complete, we work to see whether any of the puppies match the requirements of any of the 
PPOs on the waiting list. This is the most crucial step of the process, and we take our responsibility to match the right puppy to 
the right home very seriously. We never allow choosing puppies from pictures, as they are only skin deep! Puppy’s inborn 
temperament is much more important than his color or the length of his eyelashes in ensuring a lifelong happy placement.


Step 5 The offer 
Soon after making decisions, we will contact a PPO with an offer of a particular puppy. An offer includes photos and puppy’s 
resume. The offer will also include the asking price. We do not discuss prices in detail until a PPO reaches step 4, but as a 
general guideline a pet quality puppy is priced from $1200 to $2500, and a show/breeding quality puppy from $2000 to $3000. 
Puppy prices differ by size, pedigree, gender and color, as well as future potential. No two puppies in a litter are alike, and we try 
to price them fairly. Occasionally there is a “scratch and dent” category puppy available, with a minor bite occlusion flaw, usually 
at $500-$800. Occasionally we are able to offer two puppies to choose from. We pay tremendous attention to personalities and 
temperaments of our puppies and go above and beyond to ensure a perfect match with their new families. At this point a PPO 
has 24 hours to either accept or decline the chosen puppy.


Step 6 Deposit 
A non-refundable deposit secures the puppy from the day the offer is accepted to the day of pick up. Altan's Dachshunds only 
accept PayPal F&F for deposits, and cash for the balance.


Step 7 Taking puppy home 
After the sales contract is signed and the puppy is paid for, a PPO becomes a proud PO (puppy owner). Arrangements are 
made for pick up, delivery, or in some rare instances shipping. We have placed puppies worldwide and are well 
experienced in every little detail that makes for a successful trip, be it a one hour drive or a two days long flight. 
Generally, puppies are expected to be transferred to new homes after 8 but before 10 weeks of age to avoid incurring boarding 
fees. Our boarding fee is $15/day or $75/week past 10 weeks. MARCH’20 UPDATE: during coronavirus pandemic, no visits 
are possible, all meetings, including puppy pickups, are to be done off premises while donning safety equipment. This is 
for everyone’s protection.
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Additional information that you might find useful: 

1. Puppy visits are no longer available at Altan’s until the pickup day due to disease risk. We maintain strict biosecurity regimen in 
the house to protect our young puppies. Meeting our adults is always possible off-site (at a park, a cafe, or a pet store), as well 
as at dog shows in the South East. We are proud to show off our beautiful dogs. Contact us to arrange a meeting.


2. Please note our puppies are raised holistically. We find that raising puppies this way ensures a healthy immune system and a 
long life. We expect you to educate yourself on holistic dog maintenance and to continue with it. As recent European transplants 
ourselves, we keep true to the way we had raised dogs back home, for enhanced vitality and health. We are always available to 
help you learn the best practices. You are not just buying a puppy, you're getting an experienced advisor on any puppy question 
you might have. Alexandra is a veterinarian and is frequently available to help with issues if they crop up.


3. We do not demand spay/neuter from our pet quality POs and encourage you to do your due research on the harmful side 
effects of spay and neuter in dogs in general and in Dachshund breed in particular. Mother Nature does not create unnecessary 
organs. We would prefer all our puppies be kept intact for life, and in no case should they be castrated before the age of 24 
months. Failing to follow this guideline will cancel the health guarantee.


4. We do not remove front dewclaws. Coming from working dog background, we firmly believe that dewclaws serve a purpose 
and that removing them alters the gait of the dog, leading to a higher frequency of orthopedic problems as dogs age. We do 
remove atavistic rear dewclaws, if they appear, at birth.


5. All our puppies are microchipped before leaving our house. POs have the option of registering the microchip in their name. No 
puppy leaves our house without their microchip, first vaccination, and a comprehensive puppy pack. All our puppies come with a 
48 hours and a 24 months Health Guarantees. Our puppy owners are invited to join our closed family group on Facebook to 
exchange photos, stories, and ask for help and advice when necessary. 


6. We will always take back one of ours if they no longer can stay in their home. No Altan's puppy has ever entered a rescue or a 
shelter, and we intend to keep this stellar statistic. We are here for our puppies from birth to grave.


7. We are always happy to welcome newcomers to the Dog Show World. We occasionally place some of our show prospect 
puppies in coownership to pet homes that are local and wish to learn about dog shows. This is a great way to give back to your 
beloved breed and ensure its preservation for future generations, and it's a lot of fun too! Maybe a new weekend hobby for you 
and/or the kids? If you're a local home, chat to us about showing your new puppy to achieve his AKC Championship. We will 
help and support you every step of the way. Limited to homes in NC, SC, and VA, unless professional handler is contracted. 

8. Our puppies placed as pets are placed on LIMITED AKC registration and are NOT meant for breeding purposes! 

9. We are frequently asked why most of our dogs have been imported. Why go through the tremendous expense and trouble 
getting and transporting a stud dog from Europe, when there are plenty of them right here in the US? The reason is quality. 
European breeders operate under a much stricter system that includes close oversight by breed wardens. This system was put in 
place long time ago to ensure continuos breed improvement. There is a lot more science and a lot less amateur approach that 
goes into producing a litter in Europe. As the result, European Dachshunds are currently the best in the world and are being 
exported all over the world. We have worked for years to gain contacts and trust from European Dachshund breeders to be able 
to bring these wonderful dogs into the US and share them with the breed fanciers here.


Please note this Application Form is copyrighted and confidential. It cannot be shared or reproduced without permission, and no part of it may be used without permission. 

Instructions for the Application Form. 
Please fill out the enclosed questionnaire in as honest and complete manner as possible. There is no need to impress us or try to 

misrepresent your situation or intentions. Please be truthful and forthcoming, and remember this is in the best interest of the puppies. 
We find honesty to be much more appealing than the perfect picture.  

There is no such thing as an answer that is too long, but skipped questions or incomplete answers will result in your application denied. 
Use a separate sheet of paper to answer the questions. 

Please return the filled out form to: miniwieners@gmail.com  
or print and send to: PO Box 39282, 2941 Battleground Ave, Greensboro NC 27438 

mailto:miniwieners@gmail.com
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Part 1 Personal Infofmation 

1. Your name, gender and age, as well as names, genders and ages of all adults and children in your household 
2. Your address and phone number 

3. What is your occupation? What are the occupations of other adults in the house? 

4. How many hours a day will your new dog be alone in the house?

5. Are you renting or owning your home? Is it urban or rural? Describe your outdoor area.

6. Have you owned dogs before? If yes, write a short story on each. Where acquired from, did it live with you until its 
death, age and cause of death.

7. Do you currently own any pets? If yes, list all of them, including species, breed, gender, age and name. Are they 
intact or spayed/neutered? Include a description of their temperament and whether any of them have special needs.

8. Do you have a regular veterinarian that oversees care of your animals? Can they be contacted for reference?


Part 2 Your Experience With Dogs 

9. Describe your happiest moment as a dog owner.

10. Describe your saddest moment as a dog owner.

11. Describe a situation where you were not proud of yourself as a dog owner.

12. What food do your dogs eat? What type of treats and recreational chews do you provide?

13. Do you use crates, xpens, or baby gates? What type of bedding? Do you have a kennel outside for your dog?

14. What vaccination protocol do you follow with your dogs?

15. What type of grooming procedures and how often do you provide for your dogs?

16. Have you raised a small dog from an early age? What are the things to know when raising a small size pup?

17. It's 5 AM Tuesday. Describe your dog's day until 5 AM Wednesday.

18. Who takes care of your dogs when you are on vacation or business trip?

19. Do you have any provisions in place for the care of your dogs should you become incapacitated.

20. What is the worst case life scenario you can envision that would require giving up or euthanizing the dog?

21. How do you prevent a dog from damaging your house?

22. How do you prevent a dog from getting lost? 
23. How do you housebreak a dog? How do Dachshunds differ from other breeds in regards to housebreaking?

24. What can stress a dog? What does stress in a dog look like?

25. What does a dog require for a happy life?

26. What type of toys and activities would be considered unsafe for a dog?


Part 3 Your Motivation 

27. Why do you want a dog?

28. Why do you want a Dachshund?

29. Why do you want a Dachshund from us?

30. Do you have a preference for gender? If yes, why?

31. Do you have a preference for color? If yes, why?

32. Do you have a preference for size? If yes, why?

33. Do you have a preference for coat type? If yes, why?

34. Are you planning to participate in competitive dog sports? Are you planning to breed?

35. Are you planning to co-own the dog with someone?

36. List the temperament qualities you admire the most in a Dachshund.

37. Are you planning to spay/neuter the puppy you get from us? If yes, at what age?

38. What is your budget for the new puppy purchase?


